Horsham
Water Quality Update
June 13, 2018

Short Term Remediation Action Plan:
• HWSA had a pre-application meeting on April 12th with
DEP to propose resin at Wells 10, 17 and 21 for the
permanent systems.
• DEP had some concerns with resin only and no carbon
ahead of it.
• Well 10 will continue to run to waste using resin only
until PFOS and/or PFOA are detected at the post-resin
sample point.
• After test results are back, HWSA will meet with DEP
again to discuss.
• HWSA has requested DEP to allow temporary system at
Well 10 to be resin only when put back on the system
• Carbon change out for Well 26 is scheduled for June
12th and for Well 40 in July.
• Looking at possibly putting Well 9 back on-line.

Long Term Remediation Action Plan:
•
•
•
•

•
•

Contractor is moving along with the “Group 1”
permanent treatment systems at Wells 2, 20 and 22.
Carbon filters have been delivered to Wells 2, 20 & 22.
At least two of the three wells are expected to be back
on-line by this Fall.
“Group 2” permanent systems include Wells 4 & 19
and the Aqua Interconnect. Well 4 and 19 are now
under construction. Aqua PA interconnection
construction is expected to start mid-summer.
All main extensions are complete
Testing is complete at the NWWA interconnection on
County Line Rd. HWSA submitted for an operational
permit from DEP. It’s anticipated to have available for
the summer demand period.

• Private Wells:
• No change since your last update in March, total
remains at 103 (Navy - 98 and NGB - 5)
• Phase III has been awarded & is expected to be done
by the start of school in the Fall. It includes 4
properties: 2 on Easton Rd and 2 on Maple Ave.
• Park Creek Treatment Plant Wastewater:
• Effluent monitoring results averaging 26 ppt. The April
3rd test result was 20 ppt combined.

• Wells are running approximately 18 to 20 hours a day.

• Stormwater:
• Horsham Air Guard Station:
•
•
•

•

Treatment system for groundwater/stormwater has been installed and
became operational on Oct. 2, 2017.
First few months system filtered 95% of PFOA and PFOS
In January, test results showed only 60% of PFOA and PFOS being filtered
• Breaking through too quick because the PFC levels are so high and the
high organic content inherent in surface water is fouling the filters.
• HAGS will be installing a filter in the next couple of months to remove
organics before the carbon filter

Township and HLRA have expressed their concerns to the Navy regarding the
stormwater that is continuing to leave the base property along Keith Valley Rd.
• Letter sent to Navy from the Township on March 22, 2018. Navy written
response received on April 16, 2018.
• Township meet with the Navy on April 24, 2018.
• Navy main focus is groundwater but still addressing stormwater.
• Looking to raise an inlet by 3 to 4 feet in a rear basin to hold more water
• Looking into putting in a culvert connecting two basins since one basin
doesn’t hold as much water
• Will be doing soil removal around the former Navy firehouse. Starting in
June and July.
• Surveying approximately 3,300 feet of stormwater pipes via TV inspections in
2018
• Navy has requested funding to include a pilot study in two locations that may
include a pump and treat system.

Recap of Drinking Water Efforts:
• Currently, approximately 86% of water serving
the public system is either filtered or supplied
by NWWA.
• As of this update, the system-wide average in
the public system is approximately 4 ppt.
• Horsham Township continues to achieve more
stringent water quality standards than those set
by EPA and DEP.

Our Public Water System:
• We continue to ensure our residents have a safe and
adequate supply.
• We continue to achieve more stringent water quality
standards than those set by EPA and DEP.
• We are using the best available water treatment
technology and were even the first in the State to be
issued a public water supply permit to use a state of the
art technology, Resin.
• We have a team of well trained and experienced
professionals.

Our Public Water System:
• Charles Haas, Professor of Environmental Engineering at
Drexel University, August 4, 2017:
• “The big issue is that you can never get to zero
(health) risk”
• “The challenge is what level do you set that’s
adequately protective of public health and can be
met in an affordable manner”
• “as long as the water authorities are in compliance
with federal and state standards, there’s no reason
to fear or panic”

Our Public Water System:
• Howard Neukrug, Professor of Practice in Water at
University of Pennsylvania, August 4, 2017:
• “drinking water quality has vastly improved in the
decades since the implementation of the Clean
Water Act and Safe Drinking Water Act in the early
1970’s”
• “There’s less and less and less contamination in the
water supply. American water is safer and more
accessible today than at any time in history”

Communication:
• Monthly updates at Council’s second
Wednesday public meetings
• Township website: www.horsham.org
• HWSA website: www.horshamwater-sewer.com
• Water hotline: 215-907-0034
• Follow us on Twitter at @HorshamTownship
• Like us on Facebook at Horsham Township
• Sign up for email updates at
water@horsham.org

