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The state Department of Environmental Protection is asking residents to voluntarily 

conserve water as a drought watch is declared in Bucks, Montgomery and 34 other counties 

in the state. 

The DEP asked in a news release Wednesday that residents living in the counties included in 

the watch reduce their individual water use by 5% to 10%, or a reduction of three to six 

gallons a day. The dry conditions this summer led to the drought watch. 

Water suppliers in the 36 counties have been notified by the DEP to monitor supplies and be 

prepared by updating their drought contingency plan if necessary, according to the release. 

Differing conditions could lead to water suppliers or municipalities asking for more stringent 

actions, the DEP said. 

Fire companies donate: Bucks County fire companies donate $500,000 in equipment to 

flood-ravaged Kentucky 

Sewer sale opposition: Proposed Bucks County sewer sale faces 1nore opposition 
 

For subscribers: 'You can't control the weather': How Bucks County farmers are dealing 

with cliinate change 

"A few counties have experienced very dry conditions over the smn1ner, and a number of 

others have inched into increasingly dry conditions in recent weeks. We're asking 

Pennsylvanians in all of these counties to use water wisely and follow simple water 

conservation tips to ease the de1nand for water," DEP Acting Secretary Ran1ez Ziadeh said in 

the release. 



Two public water suppliers, one in Potter County and one in Lycoming County, are requiring 

residents to reduce water use. Another six suppliers, none of which are in Bucks or 

Montgomery counties, are asking residents to voluntarily reduce their water use. 

In Bucks County, unofficial weather stations have shown a drastic decrease in rainfall this 

summer. Alex Starmann, meteorologist for the National Weather Service in Mount Holly, 

New Jersey, said the Neshaminy Falls weather station in Lower Bucks showed about 8.89 

inches of rain. 

Last year, the station recorded 19.72 inches of rain, he said. That station records about 14.19 

inches during that time normally, he said. 
 

"At that station this is the driest summer since 2010," Starmann said. 
 

At a station in Sellersville, there was a recorded 7.89 inches of rainfall during the summer 

months. Last year, there was a recorded 17.15 inches of rain. Normally, the station records 

about 14.68 inches of rain, he said. 

 
Is there any rain in sight? 

Starmann said there does not appear to be much rainfall in the forecast over the next week or 

so. There is a chance of scattered thunderstorms or showers Sunday. 

To conserve water, the DEP recon1111ends only run water when necessary, limit dishwasher 

runs to full loads, water gardens earlier or later in the day to prevent water evaporating, 

check for household leaks and water lawns only if necessary. 

Additional information may be found here, 

https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/PlanningConservation/Drought/Pages/default.as 

px. 

http://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/PlanningConservation/Drought/Pages/default.as

